
PTO Meeting Minutes – December 7, 2011  
9:10AM, Hillside Elementary School 
 
 
In Attendance 
Kristin Becket, Diane Cohle, Pam Emel, Marcea Hummel, Jen Kleppe, Helena Malarkey, Jen Marsala, 
Kathleen Mascaro, Darcy McGroarty, Lyn McIlvain, Meg Rafter, Jessica Tinneny, Meghan Wilmot 
 
Approval of Minutes 
The minutes were approved from the November, 2011 PTO Meeting 
 

Principal’s Report – Diane Cohle 

• Thanks for Patricia Polacco day. She was wonderful. She not only talked about being an author 
and illustrator, but about being a good person. 

• Mrs. Cohle hopes that we had time to visit for American Education week and that conferences 
went well. 

• Thanks for the sound system and for the books that Miss Lucy requested. Kristin has given the 
sound system receipts to Beata. Mrs. Cohle will put it on the list of gifts for the school board 
meeting, and she will follow up on what is needed regarding the books. 

• Coming up:  The winter concert is on Thursday morning. The dress rehearsal is on Wednesday at 
2:30PM. (There has been a time change; the dress rehearsal is not at 2PM.) Winter parties are 
coming up. The calendar this year is great; we have January 2

nd
 off and come back on the 3

rd
. 

• Mrs. Cohle wished everyone a happy holiday and good family time. Enjoy your kids and spend 
time with them! 

• Thanks to the PTO for everything that they do. 

 
President’s Report – Kristin Becket and Meghan Wilmot 

• Meghan reported on the district PTO presidents’ meeting. Sandy Gorman explained the 
differences to them between FLITE and TECares. FLITE is more educationally based, and 
TECares is more hands-on with home-based help (meals, etc.) FLITE works alongside with the 
district for educational purposes. 

• In the PTO email blast and newsletters, we can’t use the first and last names of kids. (Members 
at the meeting believe that Dawn is already on top of this.) 

• We talked about ways to make sure that families feel welcomed by the PTO, and encouraged 
those at the meeting to reach out to people that they know, to invite them to meetings. 

• The next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 3 at 7PM at Hillside. 

• The sound system is up and running for the talent show. It was installed by Matt Abram at AVA 
Associates.  The cost was $1,447.52. 

• The balloon performer from last year, John Cassidy, has not been back in touch with Kristin to 
finalize a contract for February. 

VP Membership and School Services – Pam Emel 

• Nothing to report  
 

VP Fundraising – Darcy McGroarty 

• The fundraising flyer went out yesterday, which recaps all the fundraisers that are going on. 



• An online donation form has been established for the PTO parent sponsorship program. It works 
only through Paypal.  

• Darcy now knows how to create an online form. If any chairs need to do this (i.e. tickets for the 
spring fair), they can let her know. 

• The second parent social meeting was held and they are not as far along as they had hoped. The 
previously planned February 11 date is being changed – hopefully to sometime in March. If you 
frequent any businesses, we are looking for silent auction items. If a business wants a tax receipt, 
that should go through Jen Marsala. Diane Harnish and Laura Schroeder are heading this up. 
Diane is looking for someone to head up donations. There was discussion as to whether or not it 
would be better to do the class baskets at the social or the spring fair. Diane will decide this. The 
committee could use some help, if anyone wants to join in. 

• Barnes & Noble – is now categorized under fundraising. Debbie Weger does it now, and Darcy 
will try to fill it for next year. 

 

VP Cultural Arts – Juliette Hyson  (not present) 

• Juliette sent her report in advance. The Patricia Polacco visit went well. Also, Juliette got enough 
parents to pitch in for all-school access to the Mark Kistler website. Information should be sent 
home to the parents soon as to how to access the website. 

• Christa Amos – will chair the talent show again next year. 

 

VP Social Functions – Jen Kleppe 

• They are not doing the ice cream social this year because no one is chairing it. Jen wanted to 
know if anyone has been asking about it. She will send an email to those who volunteered to help 
with that event, to see if anyone wants to chair it next year. 

 

Secretary – Jen Marsala 

• Interschool Council Report – on behalf of Andrea Rountree and Kristin Mayock. They will be 
doing a presentation at the next ISC meeting about what is happening at Hillside that is unique to 
Hillside. Mrs. Tucker has a DVD for them about the 50

th
 Anniversary of Hillside. Andrea and 

Kristen wanted to know if we had any other activities or ideas that we want them to share. Ideas 
mentioned were Walk to School Week, in which over 60 kids participated. They may want to 
mention bucketfillers; other schools are picking that up and we are now in our second year of 
doing that program. We think that the 50

th
 anniversary is the key thing to focus on. 

• TE Cares – Jane and Tina are working on buying items for families. 



Treasurer – Meg Rafter 

• Charitable contributions:  We are now getting lots of letters asking for donations. We decided to 
give $300 each to ARCH, TE Cares, and the Dental Clinic. We have already committed $300 to 
TE Cares to sponsor a family. We decided not to donate to CAPCO. 

• The book fair did really well. 

• Pizza Bingo made a profit of $257. It is not a big fundraiser. There was discussion about the 
possibility of moving the event to January or February next year, since there is a lot going on in 
October. Jen Kleppe will talk to Dana about having it later next year. 

 

New Business 

• Lyn McIlvain wants someone to take over the wrapping paper sale. 

• Lyn got an idea from watching the food channel – having “Pasta Monday” in the cafeteria on 
because kids’ bellies are more empty on Monday. She brought up the idea of providing extra 
oranges, etc. in kids’ backpacks on Fridays (items that would otherwise go stale). Lyn thinks that 
she could get donations to give items to kids. There was discussion that some people don’t want 
to let anyone know that they need food; it can become very difficult from a privacy perspective. 
Kristin recommended getting together at a separate meeting to brainstorm about this.  

• Jessica Tinneny came to the meeting. She is a parent of a first grader and is working with Sandy 
Gorman from TE Cares to organize an all-community clothing swap (likely for infant through age 
16). It will be held on April 21. They will start collecting items at the beginning of April. This is for 
people who live and work in T/E. They plan to get help from the scouts. If anyone wants to help to 
plan this event, let Jessica know.  


